Date: April 27, 2008

Series: The Beatitudes 

Message #6: “Blessed are the Merciful” (part 2)
Text: Matthew 5:7
Introduction:

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” (Matt. 5:7)
People who are truly born again, and as such are the continual recipients of God’s mercy, will themselves be merciful to other people and will receive mercy from God now and in the final judgment.

I. The Source of Mercy

II. The Definition of Mercy

III. The Expression of Mercy

“Mercy embraces both forgiveness for the guilty and compassion for the suffering and needy.” (D.A. Carson)

A. Extending heartfelt forgiveness (Matt. 18:21-35)
B. Giving practical _______________  (Lk. 10:30-37)
IV. The ____________________ of Mercy

“Reflecting on the fact that when we are merciful we receive mercy, we see God’s cycle of mercy. God is merciful to us by saving us through Christ; in obedience we are merciful to others; and God in faithfulness gives us even more mercy, pouring out blessing for our needs and withholding severe chastening for our sin.” (John MacArthur)

V. The ____________________ of Mercy

A. Reflect on the _______________ continually

B. Recount your _______________ regularly

C. _______________ unceasingly 

Conclusion:
