Date: 

December 14, 2008
Series: 

1 Timothy
Message #19: 
The Anatomy of a False Teacher
Text: 

1 Timothy 6:3-5
Introduction:

As Paul approaches the conclusion of his first letter to Timothy, he finishes where he started in chapter 1—with an exposure of false teachers. 

I. Their ____________________ (v.3)

They are not genuinely committed to the truth of the gospel that is centered on the person and work of Jesus Christ and which alone is the source of all genuine godliness. 

“The true gospel announces and produces a genuinely transformed lifestyle.” (Philip Towner)

II. Their ____________________ (v.4-5)

· “he is conceited and understands nothing”  (he is a pompous ignoramus, NEB)

· “he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words”

“They indulge in pseudo-intellectual theorizing rather than in productive study of and submission to God’s word.” (John MacArthur) 

· “men of depraved mind and devoid of the truth”

III. Their ____________________ (v.4-5a)

The unregenerate mind and character of these conceited false teachers who rejected the truth and instead took a perverse pleasure in controversy and arguing over irrelevant matters, was poison in the congregations of the Ephesus and produced the rotten fruit of damaged relationships and disunity in the flocks.

· envy

· strife

· abusive language

· evil suspicions 

· constant friction

IV. Their ____________________ (v.5b)

· “who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.”

Conclusion:
Date: 

December 7, 2008
Series:

1 Timothy
Message #18: 
Godly Servitude
Text: 

1 Timothy 6:1-2
Speaker:

Pastor Steve Balvanz
Introduction:
It is noteworthy that Paul does not call for the abolition of slavery​. Instead he exhorts born again slaves to behave in a godly manner toward their masters.

A great truth of the gospel is that in Christ Jesus all believers become brothers and sisters in Christ—spiritual equals. However, if we are not careful our flesh can misapply and abuse that precious truth by subtly excusing ourselves from our biblical obligation to honor and serve those in authority over us.

Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:22-25; Titus 2:9-10; 1 Peter 2:18-20
I. The Godly ____________________

II. The Godly ____________________

III. The Godly ____________________

Conclusion:
Date: 

November 23, 2008
Series:

1 Timothy
Message #16: 
Caring for Widows
Text: 

1 Timothy 5:1-16
Introduction:
It is the duty and delight of God’s people to care for widows!

This passage is focused on two primary points:

· How to identify who is a “widow indeed” (i.e. those women who meet the qualifications for support) so that the church can properly care for them.

· Why younger widows are not to be “put on the list,” but rather be encouraged to remarry and to behave properly in the meantime.

I. Widows _______________________ 

A. Her ________________________ (v.9)

B. Her _______________________ (vv.4,5,8,16)

C. Her _______________________ (vv.5,9,10)

II. _______________________ Widows

A. Do not put younger widows on the list (vv.11-13)

B. Encourage younger widows to remarry (v.14)

Conclusion:

Date:

 November 2, 2008
Series: 

1 Timothy
Message #14: 
A Good Servant of Jesus Christ  (part 1)

Text: 

1 Timothy 4:6-10
Speaker:

Pastor Steve Balvanz
Introduction:
Our passage this morning contains four features that constitute being “a good servant of Jesus Christ.” (v.6)
I. ____________________ people to the truth of the gospel (v.6a)

· The mystery of godliness (3:15,16)—The person and work of Jesus Christ alone makes true godliness possible in our lives

· The warning of apostasy (4:1-5)—Beware of demonic doctrine that leads people away from the true gospel

II. ____________________ of a healthy spiritual diet (v.6b-7a)

· Good food—“constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine”

· Junk food/poison—“worldly fables fit only for old women”

III. ____________________ personal discipline (v.7b-9)

· The purpose of discipline—“godliness”

· The profit of discipline—“profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come”

“Discipline sounds so much like legalism. But such thinking is mistaken. Legalism is self-centered, but discipline is God-centered. The legalistic heart says, ‘I will do this thing to gain merit with God.’ The disciplined heart says, ‘I will do this thing because I love God and want to please Him.’ Paul knew the difference well, and he never gave an inch to legalists, even while challenging Christians to ‘train yourself to be godly’.” (Kent Hughes)

IV. ____________________ in your striving for godliness with proper 
motivation (v.10)
· The effort—“labor” and “strive”

· The reason —“because we have fixed our hope on the living God”

“Progress in sanctification requires work from us, but we are made willing and able to work because of our sure relationship with the Lord who gave himself for us, rose from the dead, and now indwells us with that life-changing power.” 

(Bryan Chapell)

Conclusion:

Date:

October 19, 2008
Series: 

1 Timothy 3
Message #12: 
The Conduct and Confession of the Church
Text: 

1 Timothy 3:14-16
Introduction:

Paul’s two primary concerns in this passage are the church’s conduct and confession.

I. The ____________________ of the Church (v.14,15)

Paul’s hoped to return to Ephesus relatively soon to support Timothy in the work, but in case it took longer he wrote this letter of important instructions for Timothy and the churches of Ephesus.
“these things” = 

“conduct” =

· The household of God

· The church of the living God

· The pillar and support of the truth

The very nature of the church demands godly conduct from its members.

II. The ____________________ of the Church (v.16)

“the mystery of godliness” =

                  He who was revealed in the flesh,   

                  was vindicated in the Spirit,            

                  seen by angels,                             

                  proclaimed among the nations,    

                  believed on in the world,              

                  taken up in glory.                          
“It is this great mystery of godliness that the church confesses, that the church, as the pillar and support of the truth, holds aloft, and that shapes the church’s conduct before the living God. The preceding (and following) instructions have as their theological basis this great truth concerning the cosmic Christ who is the Lord and Savior of his church.” (George W. Knight III)
“The magnificent Christ of this grand confession makes possible the godly conduct that Paul so earnestly desires.” (Kent Hughes)
Conclusion:

In My Life Lord

In my life Lord

Be glorified, Be glorified

In my life Lord

Be glorified today

In our serving Lord

Be glorified, Be glorified

In our serving Lord

Be glorified today

In your church Lord

Be glorified, Be glorified

In Your Church Lord

Be glorified today

Date: 

October 5, 2008
Series: 

1 Timothy
Message #10: 
Qualifications for Elders (part 2)

Text: 

1 Timothy 3:1-7
Speaker: 

Pastor Steve Balvanz
Introduction:
At the heart of proper order and conduct in the local church (3:15) is the quality of its leadership. Paul wanted the churches to have spiritual leaders whose lives would grace the church and also adorn the gospel before a lost and needy world. Therefore, in verses 1-7 he lists 15 qualifications that focus on the character of the man who fills the office of elder. 

I. Godly Aspiration (v.1) (part 1)

II. Godly Qualifications (vv.2-7)

1. Above reproach

2. The husband of one wife

3. Temperate

4. Prudent

5. Respectable

6. Hospitable 

7. Able to teach

8. Not addicted to wine

9. Not pugnacious

10. Gentle

11. Peaceable

12. Free from the love of money

13. Manages his own household well (parenting)

14. Not a new convert

15. A good reputation with those outside the church

Conclusion:
Date: 

September 21, 2008
Series: 

1 Timothy
Message #8: 
Instructions for Godly Women (part 2)
Text: 

1 Timothy 2:11-15

Speaker:

Pastor Steve Balvanz

Introduction:
· The ____________________ of the Passage

· The ____________________ of the Passage

· The ____________________ of the Passage

· The ____________________ for the Passage

I.                   Her Adornment  (v.9,10)  (last Sunday)
II.                Her Role in Corporate Worship  (v.11-14)

A. Her right to be ________________________ (v.11)

· A woman…must receive instruction

B. Her _________________________ (v.11)

· She must receive instruction quietly

· She must be submissive 

C. Her _________________________ (v.12)

· She must not teach men

· She must not exercise authority over men

D. The _________________________ of her role and restrictions (vv.13,14)

· The order of creation 

· How sin entered the world

III.             Her Salvation (v.15)

Conclusion:
Date: 

September 14, 2008
Series: 

1 Timothy
Message #7:
Instructions for Godly Women (part 1)
Text:

1 Timothy 2:9-10

Introduction:

In verse 9 Paul’s letter transitions to giving instruction as to how godly women should function in the corporate gathering of the church. The first issue he speaks to is the way women should clothe themselves. The Bible’s teaching on modest apparel begins in the context of our corporate worship and extends from there to all of life.  

I. Her Adornment (v.9,10)

Evidently, immodesty was becoming a major problem amongst the Christian women in Ephesus and so Paul felt compelled to address the topic. Teaching on this topic in the church is still necessary today. One of the ways the world “squeezes us into its mold” is the way we dress.

A. Proper ____________________ (v.9)

There is a proper and improper way to dress. Our clothing is not amoral! 

1. Positively 

· Modestly = having regard for decencies of behavior or dress; quiet and humble in appearance; not displaying one’s body; not boastful or vain; unassuming; virtuous.

· Discreetly = showing good judgment; lacking ostentation or pretension; cautious; careful about what one says or does.

“They do not have to balk at  fashion, unless a particular fashion happens to be immoral or indecent. They must not look decidedly old-fashioned, awkward, or queer. It must be borne in mind that a proud heart is sometimes concealed behind a mask of pretended modesty. That too is sin. Extremes must be carefully avoided.” (William Hendriksen)

2. Negatively

· not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments

Women are not to dress in a manner that purposefully draws attention to themselves, flaunting themselves (their body or their wealth) whereby distracting others from worshipping the Lord.

B. Good _______________ (v.10)

“How does a woman discern the sometimes fine line between proper dress and dressing to be the center of attention? The answer starts in the intent of the heart. A woman should examine her motives and goals for the way she dresses. Is her intent to show the grace and beauty of womanhood? Is it to show her love and devotion to her husband and his goodness to her? Is it to reveal a humble heart devoted to worshiping God? Or is it to call attention to herself, and flaunt her wealth and beauty? Or worse, to attempt to allure men sexually? A woman who focuses on worshiping God will consider carefully how she is dressed, because her heart will dictate her wardrobe and appearance.”  (John MacArthur)

Modesty Checklist

The following items are practical suggestions to help us apply this morning’s teaching from 1 Timothy 2:9,10.

Heart check:  What statement do my clothes make about my heart? Am I seeking to please God or be noticed by others? Am I confident that my outfit is pleasing to God?
Mindset check:  Dressing modestly requires conscientious thinking about the outfit you areconsidering.

· _______________ -- Is my outfit modest in all positions (standing, 
bending, sitting, etc.)?

· _______________ -- How may my attire affect the eyes and thoughts of                 
others?
· _______________ -- Am I willing to limit my freedom and comfort out of 
love for others?
Outfit check:  Two specific questions to ask yourself as you are getting dressed:

· Is this outfit too _______________ or too _______________?

· Is this outfit too _______________?

Schedule check:  How much time do you spend on your hair, make-up, and getting dressed as compared to your devotional life? Is there a proper balance of time and 

attention given to the “preparing” of your heart each day and not just your body?

Family check:  Men—teach and shepherd your wife and children in the area of modesty. You are the family clothing inspector (. 

Attitude check:  Beware of becoming self-righteous, censorious, and critical in your spirit toward others.

Responsibility check:  You are responsible for your eyes, thoughts, and behavior regardless of  the impurity of your environment. 

Date: 

September 7, 2008
Series: 

1 Timothy
Message #6: 
The Call to Prayer (part 2)

Text: 

1 Timothy 2:5-8
Introduction:

Chapter 2:1-8 is a call to prayer with a view toward evangelism. Prayer is our first priority in “fighting the good fight” for the protection and proclamation of the gospel. God desires all men to be saved and His desires should be ours. Salvation is found only in Jesus Christ—the only mediator between holy God and sinful humans—who gave His life as a ransom for sin. This is the gospel that has been entrusted to us to prayerfully and indiscriminately share with all men. 

I. The ____________________ of Salvation (v.5)
II. The ____________________of Salvation (v.6)
III. The ____________________ of Salvation (v.7)
IV. The ____________________ of Prayer (v.8)
Conclusion: 
















